GUIDELINES TO HELP YOU DETERMINE THE POLARITY OF A MOLECULE

Use the flow chart that appears below to assist you in your thought process to determine whether or
not a molecule will be a polar molecule or a non-polar molecule.

Before using the flow chart, make sure that you have followed the appropriate steps in determining
the geometry of the molecule (VSEPR Theory).

ARE THE ARE THERE ANY ITIS A
BONDS NO __ NON-BONDINGPAIRS _ NO . NON-POLAR
POLAR? ? ON THE ”  MOLECULE

/)ENTRAL ATOM? A

YES YES LYES YES
DO THE - DOES THE LOCATION /

DIPOLES OF THE NON-BONDING

CANCEL? PAIR CANCEL EACH PAIR

OUT?
NO NO
ITIS A
POLAR

MOLECULE



